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FY18 highway construction
target kept at41 km a day

Surya SarathiRay
New Delhi,Feb3

VEN as the pace of

highway construction

at17kmperdaytillDe-
cember this fiscal remains a
farcry fromthe 41 km-per-day
goal set by his ministry, min-
ister of road transport and
highways (MoRTH) Nitin
Gadkari is undeterred and
hasretained thetargetfor the
2017-18fiscal.

Against the ambitious tar-
got of constructing 15,000 km
of highways in 2016-17, the
achievement, tillthe April-De-
cember period, has been only
6.996 Km. Though thenumber
looks pale incomparison with
the target, the pace of con-
struction hasbeen better than
the previous two years.

The minister is confident
that the pace of construction
would touch 30 km per day by
the end of March this vear
which would essentially
meananother 6,000-0dd kmof
highway construction in the
January-March period.
MoRTH sources, however
said even as construction has
pickedupinrecenttimes with
the elapseof themonsoon sea-
son, 30 km a day target would
be difficult toachieve.
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Apart from the continued
torpor in private invest-
ments — BOT projects have
barely kicked oft and the hy-
brid annuity model that mit-
igates developers’ risk too
has seen only moderate suc-
cess — over-optimistic tar-
gets were also to blame for
the slippage, analysts said.
This vear's construction tar-
ot is 2.5 times what was ac-
complished last vear.

Sources said the target for
project awards for2017-18 has
also been kept at 25,000 km,
thesameasthe currentfiscal.
Till April-December; 6,996 kim
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of highway projects have
been awarded and the min-
istry targets to take the num-
ber to 15,000 km by the end of
March.

The minister said the
364,900 crore budgetary allo-
cation for the highways sec-
tor, up by 12% over the BE of
2016-17, would also exert
more speed in the road con-
struction.

Of the total 64,990 crore,
346,907 crore is to come from
the central road fund, 38,500
crore from toll revenues and
309,493 croreas additional bud-

getarysupport.
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